
Verner  Johnson MUSEUM ARCHITECTS & PLANNERS

Museum of Fine Arts
Boston, Massachusetts 

Role: Architectural programming and museum 
planning

Program: Exhibition galleries, study-research center, 
collection storage, lobby, cafe, gift shop, library, 
exhibit support, and offices

Building Area: 855,000 sf

Description: Our planning work for the Museum 
of fine Arts, Boston took place in two phases (1992 
and 1999) and involved every part of the Museum’s 
programs and operations. Our 1992 Long Range 
Physical Master Plan for expansion and renovation of 
the existing Museum of Fine Arts building called for: 

 • Reorganization and consolidation of a significant  
 portion of the exhibit areas to improve visitor way- 
 finding through this large museum.  

 • Consolidation and renovation of collection storage  
 areas for the museum’s Classical, Egyptian, American  
 and European Decorative Arts, Textiles, Costumes,  
 Prints, Drawings, and Photographs collections

 • Provision of state-of-the-art climate controls and  
 expanded curatorial offices and conservation areas.

 • Expansion and reorganization of retail and food  
 service facilities, building services and  securityareas,  
 executive offices, archives,  registration offices and  
 work areas, and the public and support areas of   

 photographic services.  

In 1999, we provided additional detail to this plan with 
an Architectural Facilities Program for the Expansion 
and Renovation of the Museum of Fine Arts building.  
The proposed expansion included approximately 
365,000 SF of space divided between a new entry and 
exhibition facility and a new study-research center, 
including the library, collection storage, conservation, 
and curatorial areas.  Our work included a conceptual 
plan for two of the additions and the reorganization 
of the 490,000 SF existing building.  Project cost was 
estimated to be approximately $223 million. After 
the completion of our planning work, the Museum 
retained Foster and Partners as the architect to 
design the Expansion and Renovation project, which 
opened in 2011. For both projects, our work included 
planning for the exhibition and care of the Museum’s 
Asian collections, which have been described as one 
of the “finest collections of oriental art under one 
roof in the world.”   

Museum of Fine Arts, Nagoya Project, Nagoya, Japan 
As part of our initial master planning effort for the 
Museum of Fine Arts, we also developed a detailed 
facility program and conceptual organizational and 
adjacency diagrams that served as an architect’s 
brief for a new 43,000 square foot sister museum 
in Nagoya, Japan, where Museum of Fine Arts 
collections will be exhibited.


