
Verner  Johnson MUSEUM ARCHITECTS & PLANNERS

Cumberland Science Center
Nashville, Tennessee

Master Planning and Conceptual Design 

We provided a master plan and conceptual design 
for relocating the museum to a new 167,000–
sq.ft. facility downtown.  The design utilizes a 
phased approach, with a 3D IMAX Theater and 
lobby comprising the first phase.  The exuberant 
curvilinear forms of this 29,000–sq.ft. first phase 
establish the new public presence of the museum 
along the new urban park that it fronts, and 
allows for future museum phases to be added 
incrementally over time.  This park–front facade 
has maximum transparency to accentuate views 
into the building and to help generate public 
excitement and curiosity about the activities and 
programs taking place inside.


