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The World Class Bollywood Museum
Film City, Mumbai, India

Conceptual Design for International Design Competition

VernerJohnson’s design for a new World Class Bollywood 

Museum at Film City was recently selected as the winner 

of an international competition.  We teamed with Mumbai 

architectural firm Shashi Prabhu Associates, along with 

Boston-based ZNA for the site design, Christopher 

Chadbourne Associates for the exhibit design, and Bollywood 

film expert Pravin Nadkar.  

We propose a campus of buildings that are light, airy, 

colorful, grand, dramatic, refreshing, and full of motion — a 

destination where visitors can spend an entire day exploring 

and learning about Bollywood filmmaking.  Our concept 

includes several major elements: the Bollywood Museum, the 

Bollywood Theatre, Museum Gardens with an Amphitheater 

and a Conference Center.  

The 110,000 SF Bollywood Museum includes 45,000 SF of 

state- of-the-art interactive exhibits, a special effects theatre, 

a 300-seat auditorium, a temporary exhibit gallery, a film 

library, a gift shop, and dining options.

On this spectacular and strategically placed site at the very 

door to Film City and Bollywood itself, the approach to the 

Museum reveals terraced pools of water leading toward a set 

of curved filmstrips that seem to float over a light-filled, poetic 

complex. It is a site and building built as a metaphor for the 

structure of Bollywood films themselves.
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THE MUSEUM GARDENS
The Museum Gardens are designed as immersive 
landscape experiences radiating from the central 
museum like flower petals. The garden vignettes 
remind visitors of their favorite Bollywood film 
locations, while celebrating the natural beauty of 
India. Made up of undulating hills, terraced piazzas, 
waterfalls and pools of water, the master plan is 
arranged into seven iconic environments.

SCALE 1:2000

1.  Terraced pools of water cascading down to the ravine, 
visually grounding the building to its site.

2.  Adjacent to the Conference Center are a series of water 
gardens filled with local flora and fauna.

3.  Tea plant gardens with paths descend from the upper 
piazza to the water allowing visitors to take casual strolls.

4.  Cafés on terraced platforms allow visitors to pause and 
relax with views of the complex and vistas beyond.

5.  A field of yellow mustard flowers includes 
meandering paths throughout.

6.  A pine forest creates cool areas where 
visitors can rest and relax.

7.  An amphitheater that seats over 200 guests 
is built into the hillside, where visitors can 
watch traditional and modern plays and arts 
performances.
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First Floor Plan View

THE LOBBY 
Inside, the museum Lobby is a grand, dramatic space 
full of light. Down the center, light streams through 
a translucent strip of classic Bollywood film stills 
throwing dashes of color throughout the Lobby. In 
this grand hall, support functions—ticketing, shop, 
food court, and restrooms—sit on the edges, while 
floor-mounted monitors and large format projections 
animate the space. At times, live performances might 
enliven the Lobby as well. Exhibit galleries on the 
second level extend to the right while straight ahead is 
a view to the Experience Theatre. 

THE EXHIBITS 
A wide variety of interactive exhibits 
awaits visitors on three floors including an 
immersive theater, touch-screen computer 
interactive games, editing and sound 
recording suites, and a full-size film set with 
lights and cameras. 
 
The ground floor exhibits celebrate 
Bollywood Style. The first floor exhibits 
explore the science and art of Film 
Production and the many-faceted richness 
of Bollywood History. The mezzanine gallery 
examines Bollywood’s Roots. 

Mezzanine Plan View
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THE MUSEUM 
The Bollywood Museum offers a full day’s activity 
on three floors. In addition to 45,000 sq. ft. of state-
of-the-art interactive exhibits, the museum contains 
a special effects theatre, a 300-seat auditorium, a 
temporary exhibit gallery, a film library, a gift shop, 
and dining options including a ground floor food court 
with courtyard seating and a second level café with 
terrace seating. 

While our design reflects the grandeur and vitality 
of Bollywood’s past, present and future, it is also 
sensitive to the important workings of a successfully 
functioning museum. It is appropriately sized to 
function economically as well as to accommodate the 
anticipated number of visitors. 

Spaces such as the large public plaza joining the 
museum and the theatre as well as the gardens ensure 
that everyone is welcome to experience the magic of 
Bollywood.

Ground Floor Plan View

COVERED
COURTYARD

C3
drawingC O N C E P T


